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The New Cultural Imagination of Tainan City
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In the past couple of years, old houses with
a brand new makeover began to appear all over
Tainan City, thanks to the government's subsidies
and Tainan's Old House Revival Project, which
has been facilitating collaborations between the
private and public sector. These restored old
buildings bring back memories to local residents
and summon pleasant recollections of the olden
times. They are no longer just outdated relics but
treasured as links to our past. We have gradually
learned to cherish these witnesses of history and

seek to find ways to extend their existence.
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The century-old former residence of Mao Zhao-
chuan is a good example. This old house which
had witnessed the development of Liujia had been
sitting there abandoned for many years. Exposed
to the elements, the structure was falling apart.
The locals felt bad about this, and spurred on by
instructions from the goddess Mazu, they restored
the old residence and repurposed it as a community
library and a performing arts and exhibition space.
Local residents now have a place where they can
casually meet up. Similar repurposing mindsets
and projects gradually began to spread out from
the public sector and were implemented in various
areas. For example, Confucius Temple (the first
school in Taiwan and a National Grade 1 Historical
Site), Chihkan Tower, and Koxinga Shrine were
reimaged to be more relevant to modern times
and can be found on common snacks and as
popular cultural and creative products. The public
are very interested in these items and many begin
to collect them. And this trend is also beneficial to

government income.
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The cultural and creative business is one of
the new development trends of this generation,
among which the TV and media industry is the
most attention-grabbing. Thanks to the subsidies
from the Ministry of Culture and promotional
campaigns rolled out by the Cultural Affairs Bureau,
the century-old Annei Sugar Factory in Yanshui was
remodeled into Qing Dynasty streets and used as a
filming location for a Public Television period series.
The building structures were designed to be half-
permanent so after the film wrapped, the location
could still be used as a basic film set for other
projects. The sugar factory is expected to become a
popular tourist spot in the future. The popularity of
the TV series “The Making of an Ordinary Woman”
attracted waves of visitors to Houbi District. Jingliao
also became a trending check-in point on social
media, bringing Tainan's classic rural scene into

public attention once more.
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Creativity can be found everywhere, and it
is also an important element in modern society
development. Schools in Tainan have included
this in their curriculum as well. Students of
Zhongyi Elementary School in West Central
District studied the work and life of 86-year-
old wooden plaque carving master Huang Yao-
ru and designed a website with the Master as

its theme. The website won the highest honor -

Platinum Award at the Taiwan School Cyberfair,
the largest website design competition in the
world. | would also like to congratulate the
teachers and students of the Department of Visual
Communication Design at Kun Shan University
for designing the plugless amplifying speaker 2z
Mellow) and winning the Gold Award at the 2019
Japan Design & Invention Expo (JDIE).
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The creativity and efforts of all industries
and fields bring new life into Tainan City. We will
continue to introduce new and diverse elements
into this old city rich in history and culture. My
government team and | will also leverage creativity
in our governance and policies, and work with our

citizens to build a prosperous Tainan City.
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Tainan's 400-year-old Ancient Map
Special Exhibition Opens

The "Mapping Tainan - Ancient Map Special
Exhibition: 400 years of Tainan" opens on Sep. 7
at Madou District Zongye Culture & Arts Center
Red-brick Dining Hall. "We often say people have
to connect with the land. As for ancient maps,
they have to be connected with the people”
remarked Tainan Mayor Huang Wei-che during
the opening ceremony. He expressed that this
exhibition is a wonderful opportunity for our
generation and the next to understand how our
ancestors viewed and defined Tainan.

Huang then thanked Professor Hsieh Shih-
yuan from National Cheng Kung University,
SMC Publishing Inc. founder Wei De-wen, and
Director-General of Cultural Affairs Bureau Jason
Yeh for their efforts. This event gives the public
an opportunity to view the world and Tainan
through the eyes of our ancestors, providing
more context for our understanding of history.
Furthermore, the exhibition offers a lively
interpretation of old maps, bringing old maps
closer to the public. They are no longer just
pieces of historical documents, but living records
of our forefathers' footprints for us to follow.

Tainan Municipal Administration of Cultural
Heritage explained that this exhibition is mainly
based upon the book Tainan's 400-year-old City
Atlas which includes 165 ancient maps of Tainan
City created by foreign and local people. Planned
and designed by Professor Hsieh Shih-yuan and
his team from National Cheng Kung University's
Department of History, the exhibition presents
five major display areas ("The Eye of the Maps",
"The Hand of the Maps", “Landscapes and

T REFIAFWAIN - ARG FEABNEES NEBRER) JERER
HERAT ©

Ethnic Groups”, "After the Maps”, and "Our
Maps") to present the diverse aspects of Tainan
through ancient maps. From the initial planning
to the actual design and production of the
display spaces, the design team deconstructed
and transformed ancient 2D maps into lively and
infinite interpretations, creating an innovative
experience for the visitors.

Tainan Municipal Administration of Cultural
Heritage also arranged seven lectures given by
scholars, local history and literature experts,
map collectors, and map studio owners to share
the diverse meaning and interesting tidbits

about maps with the public.
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Worldwide Buyers Gather at Taiwan
International Orchid EXPO

Mayor Praises Strong Adaptive
Capabilities of Taiwan Orchid Industry

The 2019 Taiwan International Orchid EXPO
was held between Oct. 24 to 26 at Taiwan
Orchid Plantation. Tainan Mayor Huang Wei-
che, Tainan City Government Agriculture Bureau
Director Lee Chao-tang, Vietnam Economic
and Cultural Office Director Nguyen Anh Dung,
Hungarian Trade Office Representative Daniel
Csaba Lorincz, Executive Yuan Agriculture and
Food Agency Chief Secretary Chen Chi-rong, and
Taiwan External Trade Development Council
Tainan Office Director Grace Chou all attended
the opening ceremony on Oct. 24.

Mayor Huang Wei-che expressed that
Taiwan's orchid industry is very flexible and has
a strong competitive edge in breed cultivation
and improvement, and market response
and adaption. This expo and forum is an
international platform for local orchid growers
to showcase their capabilities and products
to worldwide buyers, and understand global
market demands so they can cultivate orchids
that cater to the market. Next year Tainan City
will host the Taiwan International Orchid Show,
and the World Orchid Conference will be held
in Taichung City. With two major international
events here, Taiwan is ready to showcase our
orchids - our pride and glory - to the world.

Furthermore, Mr. Cor Middelkoop from Royal
Flora Holland, Ms. Patricia Bechelli from Veiling
Holambra, and Mr. Susumu Kiryu from Ota

Floriculture Research Institute Ltd. were also

invited to the event. They represent the largest
flora auction markets in the Netherlands, Brazil,
and Japan, respectively. Related businesses,
agencies, and experts from Vietnam, Indonesia,
and India attended the event as well. Activities
and events offered at the expo include a world
orchid industry forum, B2B Purchasing Fair,
product presentations by leading businesses,
breed and key research result displays by
Taiwan Orchid Varieties Commercial Center
(TOVCC), and a commercial breed showcase.
Local growers and businesses can easily access
international industry information, meet oversea
buyers directly, and learn the latest global
developments and trends to plan out optimal
future cultivation directions.

The Agriculture Bureau expressed that Tainan
City Government has always strongly supported
the development of orchid industries. The
Taiwan Orchid Varieties Commercial Center,
which is set up in the Taiwan Orchid Plantation,
will provide services such as breed preservation,
biotesting, certification, marine transportation
storage and shipping testing, overseas test
planting, new breed exhibition, marketing,
global IP deployment, and market information
collection. With the combination of soft power
and services, Taiwan can present itself as a
world-class orchid island to the world and
establish its position as one of the top players in
the global orchid industry.
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