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Tainan - A Livable City Filled with
Culture, Art, and Technology
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Historical culture capital Tainan has
become the hub of many art events. The
popular biennial Nan Ying International Folklore
Festival is now an important international art
event where artists can interact with each
other. As Tainan continues to transform, more
and more artistic elements are appearing in the
city. This year, we invited world-leading Dutch
architecture team MVRDV to transform a plaza
at Haian Road in the West Central District into
a recreational space with lush greenery. The
team also used multi-layers of flora to create
an elegant green corridor in the area. As part of
the Street Museum of Art + Project, Urban Art
Studio turned Zhongzheng Road and Haian
Road into a street museum and city catwalk
with audio and visual installations, giving the
city a new artistic landscape as we come to
the end of this year and welcome in the new.
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Another major art event in Tainan that
took place was the soft opening of the Tainan
Art Museum Building 1 in mid-October, and
Building 2 , which will be a unique landmark
once completed, will open soon as well.
Furthermore, the restoration work done at the
Liu Family Mansion, the former residence of
famous painter Liu Qixiang, at Liuying District
in the area north of Tseng-wen River has been
completed this month, and the venue now
presents the replica works of Liu Qi-xiang. This
year marks the hundredth anniversary of the
mansion, and thus is especially meaningful for
the culture and art circle. The Chihkan Cultural
Park Renovation Project in West Central
District is also currently underway. The land
where former Cheng Kung Elementary School
was located is repurposed and remodeled in
the spirit of setting up a modern academy. The



original Qing Dynasty building will be restored
and connected to a strip of historical buildings,
including the Chihkan Tower and Martial
Temple. The overall design will allow Chihkan
Tower to face the ocean again, reflecting
the historical background of Tainan Chihkan
Cultural Zone.
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It is evident that Tainan has long been
working hard to promote art and culture.
Furthermore, the city is also dedicated to
roling out eco-friendly and green policies and
is the first city in Taiwan to launch photoelectric
policies. In 2011, Tainan launched the Solar
City Project; and in 2012, we established
the Tainan City Self-Government Ordinance
for a Low-Carbon City. The government is
actively promoting solar energy and assisting
industries to set up green energy systems. So
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far Tainan has completed more than 5,000

solar panel installation applications with a total
installed capacity of approximately 687 MW.
The volume generated annually is 880 million
kWh and reduces about 470,000 tons of CO2.
The government also encourages residents
to install solar power panels on their rooftops,
and the roofs of schools and public buildings,
and street lamps and traffic signals are all
equipped with solar panels. Moreover, the city
government has recently launched additional
policies such as setting up solar panels on
the rooftops of industrial factories and in flood
detention pools to further help Tainan transition
into a green homeland.
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Tainan is becoming a city that offers
abundant culture and arts to nourish the soul
and many daily life conveniences. Our policies
are always designed with our citizens in mind
so that they can live a comfortable and happy
life. And this is the main reason why Tainan is a
livable city.
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A New Sister City after Thirteen Years:
Tainan City and South Pacific Wotje Atoll
Becomes Sister Cities

Tainan City and Wotje Atoll (Republic of
the Marshall Islands) formalized their sister
city relationship on October 2 at the signing
ceremony held at Yonghua Civic Center,
Tainan City Government. This is the first city to
become sister cities with Tainan in 13 years.
During the ceremony, Tainan City Acting
mayor Li Men-yen and Wotje Atoll Mayor Ota
Kisino jointly signed the sister city agreement,
which will serve as the basis on which the
two cities will conduct collaborations and
exchanges in areas such as agriculture,
culture, education, economy, and trade in the
future.

Acting mayor Li started off by warmly
welcoming the guests that came all the
way from Wotje Atoll. He pointed out that
this year also marks the 20th anniversary of
formal diplomatic ties between Taiwan and

=il

the Republic of the Marshall Islands. The
Taiwanese people treasure this friendship,
and Li especially thanked Marshall Islands
for speaking out for Taiwan at the major
international WHA conference and supporting
Taiwan’s bid for WHA observer status, as this
kind of support is very meaningful to Taiwan.
Acting mayor Li remarked that Tainan
is where Taiwan's history began; and Wotje
Atoll is famous in the Marshall Islands for
its rich culture and history. In addition, both
cities have long historical ties with Japan.
For example, there are many Japanese
Occupation Period buildings that still exist
in Tainan; and in Wotje Atoll, there are a lot
of ruins of Japanese oversea flight bases.
Furthermore, both cities have abundant and
diverse natural ecosystems. Li expressed that
since the two cities share so many common

{%%ﬁﬁ A

Signing Céremdny of the Sister City Agrééiﬁ_nt
between Tainan City ag otje Atoll
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traits, he hopes that both sides can assist
each other and have frequent exchanges that
will benefit both parties.

Wotje Atoll Mayor Kisino said that he
was very excited to establish this connection
with Tainan City and looks forward to future
collaborations. He remarked that he will work
hard to actualize the projects and activities in
the agreement and improve the lives of the
people in both Wotje Atoll and Tainan.

Tainan has 43 sister cities and friendship
cities. Wotje Atoll city is Tainan’s second sister
city from a country which Taiwan has formal
diplomatic ties with (the other is Zacapa City,
Guatemala), thus making this agreement
signing very significant. Escorted by Deputy
Chief of the Marshall Islands Mission Anjanette
Kattil, Mayor Ota Kisino and a delegation
of five attended the signing ceremony.
Acting mayor Li represented the Tainan City
Government and was accompanied by the

City Government Deputy Secretary-general

M RARBEARKRER -

Hsien-Wei Lee and Department of Information
and International Relations Director Hsu Shu-
fen. Tainan City Council Speaker Lai Mei-hui
also attended the ceremony to act as witness
of the agreement signing.

Wotje Atoll is an atoll made up of 75
islands and is one of the largest islands in
Marshall Islands. The lagoon in the center is
624 square kilometers, about 1/3 of the area
of Tainan City. Island residents are known
for their handicrafts which have a unique
local style and are popular among tourists.
In addition to participating in the signing
ceremony, the Wotje Atoll delegation also
visited the Southern Taiwan Science Park and
the National Museum of History. On October
6, the delegation attended the opening
ceremony of Nan Ying International Folklore
Festival. The JEBO Traditional Dancing Troupe
from Marshall Islands also performed at the
festival. This is the first time the Republic of
the Marshall Islands participated in the event.
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Tainan Art Museum (TAM) held their Soft
Opening Ceremony for Building 1 on the
morning of October 20. Acting mayor Li Men-
yen was invited to the joyous occasion to
witness this major event. After the ceremony,
the Acting mayor and guests entered the
museum and admired its rich collection and
the restored historical building. Acting mayor
Li expressed with confidence that TAM will
become a new popular attraction on Tainan's
culture tourism itinerary, welcoming visitors
from all backgrounds to this important art
and culture site. During the soft opening
period, the museum will welcome visitors
with three major exhibitions: "Your Support!",
an exhibition of donated artworks; “The
Experience”, an exhibition about the
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Tainan Art Museum Building One Holds
Soft Opening After a Six-Decade Wait
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restoration of traditional architecture in Taiwan;
and "Notes on Restoration", an exhibition
about collection restoration.

"Infrastructure can make a city or country
stronger, but only culture can make a city
greater," remarked Acting mayor Li in his
opening speech. He believes this is the best
description of current Tainan. Tainan has
many ongoing hard infrastructure projects at
the moment, but what makes Tainan stand
out from other cities is Tainan’s rich historical
and cultural background. In addition to over
200 cultural sites and historical buildings,
Tainan also has many outstanding artists
which infuse the city with extraordinary taste.

Li then remarked that the establishment
of Tainan Art Museum, which everyone has
been waiting eagerly for 60 years, carries
three significant meanings. First, the building
is a revival of an old historical building which
used to be the Tainan Police Department
during the Japanese Occupation Period. The
city government team managed to restore it
to its former glory. Secondly, the rich museum

Ml
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collection is a collective effort of the private
and public sector. Acting mayor Li pointed
out that before its opening, TAM already
had over 2,000 pieces, and most of them
were donated by the public from their own
private collections. He especially mentioned
the mosaic art piece by Yen Shui-long in
the museum lobby. The original Japanese
collector actually contacted the museum for
the donation. Cultural Affairs Bureau Director-
General Jason Yeh personally traveled to
Japan to finalize the paperwork and escort
the artwork back to Tainan.

Thirdly, since TAM is situated at a very
popular location in the historical area, it
will bring a brand new atmosphere to the
neighborhood. Acting mayor Li pointed
out that the museum is surrounded by
the National Museum of Taiwan Literature,
Confucius Temple, Tainan District Court, and
the Patriotic Women's Association. These are
all precious historical assets left to us by our
ancestors, forming a perfect environment for
our new art museum. In the end Li expressed
that he hopes Tainan Art Museum will become
a platform where artists and art lovers can
exchange ideas and interact with each other,
and that more artists can improve their skills
and be seen by Taiwan and even the world.

Tainan Art Museum Chairman Chen
Huei-tung remarked that after eight years of
hardship and challenges, TAM finally opened
its doors today. In addition to thanking
Premier William Lai for his efforts and support

EEEER "B, -

during his term as mayor, Chen also thanked
the city government team for their dedication
in supervising construction progress so that
the building could be completed successfully.
Finally, he invited everyone to visit when the
two buildings of Tainan Art Museum officially
open!

Cultural Affairs Bureau Director-General
Jason Yeh thanked the central government for
their support so that the Tainan Art Museum
project could be concluded successfully.
Furthermore, Yeh expressed that since the
collection is the soul of the museum, he is
very grateful to the collectors and art lovers
who donated artworks and enriched the
museum's collection.

Tainan Art Museum Director Pan Fan
remarked that in addition to the existing
historical building, Building 1 of the museum
also has an additional new building in the
back which will be used as a large exhibition
space. The interior is designed according to
international standards (with a 5.5 meters
high ceiling). The first and second floors
are exhibition and loading areas, and the
third floor is the collection storage and
restoration rooms. Hopefully the museum
will develop diverse directions in various
fields, and, starting next year, will also exhibit
artworks overseas. TAM aims to become an
international art museum with a unique local
flair.
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