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Typhoon Politics

~The Confusion and Enlightenment of "Typhoon Leave" ~

Joe, C. K. Chen

Former Director of Planning Division,
Central Weather Bureau

Deputy Secretary-General and Climate Group

Convener, Taiwan Disaster Prevention Society

(e-mail: joechen8629@gmail. com)

ABSTRACT

When a typhoon is approaching ,1t is the
responsibility of the County(City) Government to
determine if a certain period of time of work and
school 1s off following the guideline of "Operation
Regulations on Suspension of Offices and Classes
because of Natural Disasters" with the references of

the latest wind/rainfall data offered by Central

Weather Bureau(CWB).

Whenever the typhoon warning is issued , the

task of "Disaster Response Center" 1s often



overwhelmed by the public’s anticipation of the

possible "HOLIDAY" coupled with the media coverage.

As the matter of fact, "Typhoon Leave" 1s not a
real holiday. The government makes this decision that
the people can gain extra time to have better
preparation for their lives and property. Instead of
"Typhoon Leave", 1t 1s more appropriate to term it

"Disaster Prevention Leave".

Key words: Typhoon Leave, Disaster Prevention
Leaver, Wind, Rainfall, Disaster Response

Center.
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