What to See and Do \
at Nankunshen
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At some 340 thousand square meters, Nankunshen Daitian Temple is one of the largest temples in Taiwan, and there is a great deal to see
and do here.

The temple was built in the southern €hinese style, with ornate roofs, a large and highly decorated entry gate, and a series of wotship halls
with courtyards in between. One of the first things you will see when you enter is the Door Gods painted on the temple doorways. These are
guardians of the temple, and you may notice-that some are painted in such a way that their eyes follow you, keeping an eye on you, as you

walk past.
As you progress through the temple, take your time and enjoy the carved decorations, gilt work, and elaborate paintings that cover many of

the surfaces. It may come as a surprise that among these ancient treasures are modern murals that pay tribute to famous Taiwanese figures

fromsthe present day or portray modern local landscapes.
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Lingsiao Hall | & F F 4
Nankunshen temple is a living, working temple, and as such, it will always be a work in progress. At the back of the complex is one of the temple’s most
recent additions, Lingsiao Hall, completed in 2012. The central altar of the Hall is dedicated to the worship of the Jade Emperor, the supreme deity of the
Taoist pantheon. One of the most extraordinary objects in this hall is the Imperial Edict Tablet which records the deity’s divine proclamation. The tablet is

6.6 meters tall, 2 meters wide, and 60 cm thick (approximately 20 ft. x 6 ft. x 2 ft.), and is made of pure gold. It is valued at over six hundred million NT dol-
lars. The hall and tablet are the culmination of a half-century of donations on the part of believers and twenty years of construction work.
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Dakun Garden is another popular recent addition to Nankunshen Temple. Built to the side of the main temple complex, Dakun Garden is a modern park
that pays homage to the southern Chinese style exemplified by the traditional gardens of Hangjhou and Sujhou. The park offers visitors a welcome respite
from Tainan’s summer heat. Its walkways winding among wooded areas and shady cliffside pavilions overlooking the large lake make a great spot for wor-
shippers and visitors alike to slow down and take a break. The garden also houses the Nankunshen Cultural Museum, which provides visitors with informa-
tion on the history of the temple and Wangye worship, and gives background on the individuals depicted in the temple murals.
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Nankunshen Temple is a very active temple, and it is well worth finding an opportunity to experience one of the many temple festivals. Of particular impor-
tance are the birthday celebrations for the Five Royal Lords held during the fourth, sixth, eighth, and ninth months of the lunar calendar.
The largest and most exciting of these festivities takes place on the 26th and 27th of the fourth month to celebrate the birthdays of Lord Li, the leader of
the Five Royal Lords, and Lord Fan. This huge celebration features row after row of tables filled with food offerings, groups of pilgrims bearing palanquins
carrying visiting deities, go-go dancers to entertain the gods, possessed spirit mediums, and a variety of folk troupe performances, some featuring lion
dances and dragon dances. The whole is accompanied by fireworks, music, and huge crowds of people, for an exhilarating experience.
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