A Journey through the Taoist Underworld
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A unique feature of Madou Daitian Temple4s the enormous dragon tunnel that
visitars can walk through to learn about Taoist Heaven and Hell. Visitors enter
the open maw of the enormous dragon, which is several stories high, and tra-
verse its winding, seventy-six meter length where they are treated to anima-
tronic recreations of the delights of Heaven and the terrors of the Eighteen
Hells. Parents sometimes bring their children here to'impress upon them the
Importance of living a virtuous life.

In Taoist belief, the dead go to the underworld, or Hell, to be judged and then
either enter Heaven; or are punished for their sins and then reborn. Hell is
composed of ten great halls or courts, each governed by a different king.
These are further divided into eighteen chambers or levels of Hell, in which the
wicked are punished in accordance with their crimes in life.

The length of the sentence is dependent on the severity of the crime and the
penitence of the sinher. If a punishment ‘kills’ a,sinner, their body is made
whole again and the punishment repeats itself over and over until the sen-

tence has been fulfilled and the sinner._repents.
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The Eighteen Levels of Hell | + -\ & 35K

' The First Hell: The Hall of Judgement, governed by Lord Cinguang,
who judges all souls. The virtuous cross over into paradise, while the
wicked are sent to the appropriate level to receive retribution for their
crimes.

BE—EiE : EETRE-BEYNE  NEASERTIXE  NINEEN S KB ERINRTEEEITE
Bt ZES IS - DOBREE -

Epe Second Hell: Corrupt officials who abuse their power and bring
harm to the common people are tortured on the tiger guillotine.
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Hhe Third Hell: Rabble rousers, troublemakers, and bullies are thrown
iInto a mill to be crushed and pulverized by the grindstone.
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The Fourth Hell:'Rapists and adulterers are tied to a hot copper pillar
and seared alive.
EPUR - WRIBY > BRERE - FEZ DEG) 2 -

ﬂ%e Fifth Hell: Those who bear false witness and further themselves
at the expense of others have their eyes gouged out.
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f_r he Sixth Hell: Drug dealers, addicts, and manufacturers of fake med-
icines and liquors are boiled in a cauldron of oil.
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T’ he Seventh Hell: Those who use illegal means to defraud women
and children, or bring economic ruin on families through trickery and
deceit have their hearts cut out.
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The Eighth Hell: Profiteers who cheat others or use improper means
to profit at the expense of others are torn apart by dogs and bitten by
snakes.
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fl"he Ninth Hell: Ne’er-do-wells and unfilial sons and daughters are
hung upside down from hooks like meat on a scale.
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The Tenth Hell: Rapists and murderers are drawn and quartered.
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ﬁﬁe Eleventh Hell: Thieves, kidnappers, and those who commit fraud
are crushed by a grindstone.
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L,-.‘mz;l'welfth Hell: Robbers, murderers, and looters are dismembered.
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' The Thirteenth Hell: Disobedient or unfilial daughters-in-law are’pun-
iIshed by having to hold heavy boulders over their heads until they
weaken and are crushed.
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' The Fourteenth Hell: Pimps and human traffickers who ruin women
and destroy families have their faces flayed.
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rﬁ@@FifteentH Hell: Those who swindle others and ruin them financial-
ly, thereby inducing them to commit suicide, are disemboweled.
SB+RMR : SFUEE  EABUKBRERE B2 [RIRHMER 2A) -

' The Sixteenth Hell: Those who gamble, commit fraud, or sell counter-
feit goods are forced to commit suicide by knife.
S+ ¢ B SENRBERERE - B2 (IR 2H -

'The Seventeenth Hell: Rumor-mongers, gossips, and those who
induce the deaths of others through false insinuations have their
tongues pulled out.
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The Eighteenth Hell: The final level. After their punishment has been
completed, the souls drink the Elixir of Forgetfulness and are released
for reincarnation, perhaps as an animal, perhaps as a human doomed
to suffer in expiation of past sins.
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