Taboos and Protocols
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This taboo is rooted in the belief that the doors are
guarded by the door gods. The act of stepping on
the doorsill, which is part of the door, is likely to
offend the gods.
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The two doorways flanking the center gate are the
visitors’ entrance and exit. These two doorways are
known as the green dragon gate and white tiger
gate. Enter and exit the temple through the door
which is to your right. Here are the rules of thumb:
Green dragon gate: The principal deity of the temple
is placed facing the front entrance. From the god’s
perspective, the dragon gate is the leftward of ‘the
three doorways; to visitors, it is the right gate as you
face the front of the temple. This is the entrance.
White tiger gate: From the perspective of the deity,
the tiger gate is the rightward of the three doorways;
to‘a visitor facing the temple from the outside, it is
the left-hand gate. This is the exit.

This particular protocol is rooted in the belief that
entering and exiting through the doorway on your
right brings good fortune and wards off evil.
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The entry into every temple consists of three door-
ways. The central doorway is strictly for the deities
and off-limits to mortals. If a worshipper happens to
travel through the center gate just as the god is
leaving the temple for errands, the worshipper
would be in the way of the deity, which could lead to
visits from evil spirits. For this reason, the.center
gate was reserved for emperors, ranking. officials,
and local administrative chiefs in ancient times.
Nowadays, it is opened exclusively for the presi-
dent, the premier, and the mayor.
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DRESS CODE
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Worshippers are advised to dress properly when
visiting the temple. Outlandish clothing and heavy
makeup are considered disrespectful to the deities.
Loud noises are prohibited. Do not finger-point at
the deities. Instead, place the palms together while
praying, to show respect and reverence.
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