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A shepherd boy lived in Mount North Kang Lang during the reign of emperor Kangsi. Orphaned at a young age, he was bright and-
quick-witted. He worked for his uncle to make a living and tended the cattle in the lush mountainside. One day, he sought refuge from
the rain in the woodlands, and noticed an opening sized about ten square feet. The opening was completely bare, with no grass, no
leaves. Not a drop of rainwater was found in the opening despite the rain. Right then, he had an epiphany about the greatness of the
universe and the richness within. Since then, he visited the opening daily to sit and meditate. One day, he was sitting with his legs
crossed in meditation, and suddenly breathed his last and died. His uncle buried him haphazardly on site. The shepherd boy received
the best from the location, and he became immortal thanks to the protection of spiritual influence. Locals call the shepherd boy, “Wan-
shan Ye” (the child spirit).

The most talked-about anecdote by worshippers has to be the spat between fifth king and Wanshan Ye over a plot of land destined for
temple construction. Rumors had it that lord Fan (fifth royal lord) favored the territory of "Wanshan Ye" as the new site for his temple.
The fifth royal lord and Wanshan Ye argued viciously over the ownership of the land. Wanshan Ye asserted that “| owned this piece of
land in my previous life. A copper needle is buried here to corroborate my story.” The fifth royal lord refuted by saying that “we spotted
the land long ago when we crossed the oceans to come to Taiwan. We buried a copper coin here and it's our proof.” Both parties met
with Fu-De Jheng Shen (Land God) to visit the land for verification. When they arrived, they found the copper needle embedded in the
hole of the coin, so the ownership could-not be determined. The spat continued and escalated into a full-on armed battle. Wanshan Ye
gathered troops from the netherworld as his fighters, while the fifth royal lord asked the third king, lord Wu, to be his commander. The
battle was intense; both won some and lost some. At long last, Guanyin Buddha housed at Chih Shan Ya (today’s Chih Shan Longhu
Temple in Tainan) stepped forward to ask Mazu and Baosheng Emperor to mediate, and the warring parties reached a truce. They
reached the following terms: (1) the fifth- king built a small temple for the child spirit; (2) when the large temple received worshippers
who came to pay their respects, the small temple would certainly partake in the blessings; (3) they would enjoy blessings and fortune
together to promote Nankunshen'’s spiritual presence.

The altercation scarred the statue of the third royal lord (lord Wu) in the forehead. The scar was left there by Wanshan Ye, and it came
to signify lord Wu's valiance and fighting skills. Temple superintendents had retained workmen to fix it without success.

Legend also has it that Wanshan Ye (the child spirit) of Nankunshen Daitian Temple is Taiwan's very own god of wealth. Pilgrims can in-
quire about taking out a“wealth loan” from the temple /returning the loan to Wanshan Ye at the service counter. Wanshan Ye could turn
a handful of money into an impressive fortune, and bless the pilgrims with great business prospects.
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