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Tableau: “Executing His Own Son” (Zong-bao (Zongbao) Meets Mu
Guei-ying (Mu Guiying))

Characters: Mu Guei-ying (Mu Guiying), Yang Yan-jhao (Yang Yanzhao),
Dowager She, Yang Zong-bao (Yang Zongbao), Jiao Zan, Meng Liang

Plot: Yang Zong-bao (Yang Zongbao) (front row, right) travels to Muke Fortress to acquire the

“Dragon-Taming Wood,” which is needed to break the Heavenly Gate Formation. He is captured by Mu
Guei-ying (Mu Guiying) (front row, second from the left) and becomes her consort.

Yang Yan-jhao (Yang Yanzhao) (back row, right) hears that his son is trapped inside Muke Fortress, and leads
an army there to save him. Mu Guei-ying (Mu Guiying) does not know that the attacker is her father-in-law and
defeats him, leaving him with no possibility of escape. In this moment of life and death, Zong-bao (Zongbao)
makes a timely appearance to prevent a mistaken execution.

Yang Yan-jhao (Yang Yanzhao) returns to his camp, and immediately orders Zong-bao (Zongbao) to return. He
says he should be punished for violating martial law by absconding and taking an enemy as a wife (Zong-bao
(Zongbao)’s hands were tied up behind his back as he awaited execution). The resolute Yang Yan-jhao (Yang
Yanzhao) (angry countenance) is not swayed by the pleas of the Dowager She (back row, middle, also known
as Yang Ling-po (Yang Lingpo), carrying a dragon-headed cane, with an anxious expression as she is unable to
protect her grandson from her son) and the Eighth Prince.

At this moment, the clever Mu Guei-ying (Mu Guiying) enters with the “Dragon-Taming Wood,” announcing
her intention to join the Song forces and help the Yang family break the Liao army’s Heavenly Gate Formation.
To secure her husband’s freedom, she battles Jiao Zan (first row, second from right) and Meng Liang (first row,
left) (as seen in the above scene). Her indomitable temperament convinces Marshal Yang and pleases Dowager
She. Mu Guei-ying (Mu Guiying) finally becomes a member of the Yang family.

Jiao Zan and Meng Liang are two generals under the command of Yang Yan-jhao (Yang Yanzhao). The two

are inseparable and fight together. There is a Chinese saying that refers to this pair: “Jiao doesn’t leave Meng,
Meng doesn’t leave Jiao.”

Location: Sanchuan Hall, south corridor

Story: Generals of the Yang Family, Chapter 35 - Zong-bao (Zongbao) Meets Mu Guei-ying
(Mu Guiying)



