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Five-clawed Golden Dragons (Two Dragons Grappling for a Pearl)

Jintang Temple was able to erect five-clawed golden dragons on its rooftops after a Cing (Qing) Dynasty
emperor bestowed a royal decree. This was a rare sight in temples throughout the province. There are two pairs
of five-clawed golden dragons, and both pairs are presented as two dragons grappling for a pearl. They are
located on the roof ridges of Sanchuan Hall and the Main Hall.

Every part of these two pairs of dragons grappling for pearls was completely sculpted by hand, including their
frameworks, heads, tails, scales, fins, and five-clawed feet. They have a graceful and lifelike appearance, and
the workmanship is exquisite. These works are the finest among the best “cut-and-paste” works adorning
temple rooftops.

Through the dragons have graced the roofs for 80 years, exposed to constant sun, wind, and rain during this
time, their heroic posture has not changed a bit.

Their spines are decorated with peacocks, peonies, flowers, and birds.



