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Tableau: “Husband and Wife Immortals™ (Ideal Son-in-Law)

Characters: Siao Shih (Xiao Shi), Nong-yu (Nongyu)

Plot: The Solemn Duke of Cin (Qin) had a daughter. When she was born, someone presented her with an
unpolished gem, which was cut into a piece of fine jade. When she turned one, she picked the piece of jade
during the zueipan (zuipan) ceremony and refused to let it go. As a result, she was named Nong-yu (Nongyu)
(“playing with jade”). She grew into an exceptional beauty, and was also extremely intelligent. She was an
excellent sheng player and had perfect pitch. The duke ordered a craftsman to carve the piece of jade into a
sheng. When she played it, the music was like the song of a phoenix. The duke was very fond of his daughter,
and built a residence for her, naming it Phoenix House. The residence had a high platform in the front, which
was called Phoenix Terrace. Phoenix House and Phoenix Terrace can be seen on the lower left.

When Nong-yu (Nongyu) was 15, the duke endeavored to find a good husband for her. He sent Meng Ming in
search. At Taihuashan, he found the skilled siao (xiao) player, Siao Shih (Xiao Shi). He had a confident and
easy manner, and answered questions smartly. Siao Shih (Xiao Shi) played three songs for the duke. Rosy
clouds surrounded him and a multitude of birds sang along. The duke was greatly pleased, and sent him to
Phoenix House to marry Nong-yu (Nongyu). The couple married, and lived in Phoenix House. Every day, they
played their instruments and fell deeper in love.

Half a year passed. One night, the couple was playing music under the moonlight. A purple phoenix alighted on
the left side of the terrace, and a red dragon alighted on the right side. Siao Shih (Xiao Shi) climbed onto the red
dragon, Nong-yu (Nongyu) climbed onto the purple phoenix, and they soared away into the clouds (as seen in
the above scene).

Today, people use the term “the dragon-riding son-in-law” to refer to an ideal son-in-law.

This work was created using a washed terrazzo relief sculptural technique that was rare for the province. It is
exquisite and delicate, and was completed in one sitting. There are no cracks in the oval frame, and the degree
of difficulty was very high. It is the joint masterpiece of three craftsmen, father-and-son craftsmen Wang
Shih-fa and Wang Bao-yuan, and Cai Ding-fu from Cigu (Qigu) District’s Longshan Village. Parts of it have
been repaired by original craftsman Wang Bao-yuan.

Location: Rear wall of hall

Story: Chronicles of the Eastern Jhou (Zhou) Kingdoms, Chapter 47: Nong-yu
(Nongyu) and Siao Shih (Xiao Shi) Ride Phoenixes



