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Tableau: “Hitting the Princess While Drunk”™

Characters: Guo Ai, Princess of the Golden Branch, Emperor Ming of
Tang, Guo Zih-yi (Guo Ziyi), Jhong Jing-ci (Zhong Jingqi), Emperor’s
Bodyguards

PlOtI Guo Ai (front row, second from left, with hands tied behind his back) is the sixth son of renowned Tang
Dynasty minister Guo Zih-yi (Guo Ziyi) (front row, left). Emperor Daizong of Tang (back row, second from
right) recruits Guo Ai to marry his daughter Princess Shengping (front row, right). Princess Shengping is a
willful blue-blooded beauty that seeks to control her husband through imperial household rules and rituals.
Although Guo Ai is resentful, there is nothing he can do about it.

One day, Guo Zih-yi (Guo Ziyi) is celebrating his birthday. Guo Ai’s older brother and wife mock Guo Ai as
being henpecked, because Princess Shengping had not accompanied him to pay respects to the celebrant. Guo
Ai returns to the palace in a furious mood, and gets into an argument with the princess. He then slaps the
princess in a fit of Dutch courage. The princess is infuriated, and goes to the palace to complain to her parents,
the emperor and empress, and demand that Guo Ai be punished.

After Emperor Daizong and the empress realize the reason for the argument, they reproach their daughter for
not paying her respects to the celebrant. The princess refuses to admit she is in the wrong, and throws a tantrum.
Emperor Daizong pretends to take her anger seriously and says he will behead Guo Ai to avenge her, hoping to
scare her into changing her mind.

Guo Zih-yi (Guo Ziyi) hears that Guo Ai hit the princess. He ties up his son and takes him to the palace to beg
for forgiveness (as seen in the above scene). Emperor Daizong does not wish to damage the friendly
relationship he shares with his minister over a personal matter between their children, and consoles Guo Zih-yi
(Guo Ziyi) by saying, “When the son and daughter fight, it is better as old men to pretend to be deaf” (see
Volume 224 of “Zihjhih Tongjian” (“Zizhi Tongjian”)). He pardons Guo Ai’s mistake and promotes him to an
official position to show that he is highly regarded. He also orders the princess to apologize to her father-in-law
Guo Zih-yi (Guo Ziyi) over her absence at his celebration.

In the end, Emperor Daizong orders the revocation of all imperial palace rules and rituals between the couple
and persuades them to reconcile.

Nameplates of the characters were put in place during the renovations carried out by Yang Sheng-bo. It is
suspected that Emperor Daizong was mistakenly identified as Emperor Ming of Tang.

Location: Inner Hall, southern section

Story: Old Book of Tang, Volume 120, Historical Biography 70 — The
Biography of Guo Zih-yi (Guo Ziy1)



