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History of Madou Daitian Temple | %% %

Madou Daitian Temple is primarily dedicated to the worship of the Wangye, or the Five Royal Lords. It is the largest Wangye Temple in Taiwan and
a major. center of Wangye worship.

The original temple was said to have been built in the mid-1600s, a period of time when there was a great deal of migration to_Taiwan from the Chi-
nese mainland. When the original location was destroyed, the temple was moved to a new location and renamed Bao-an Temple. In 1956, the
temple was rebuilt and moved to its current location. This site is saidto be a geomantic hotspot or powerful energy source, and thus a prime spot
on which to situate a temple.

Architecturally, it is built in the southern style, with three large worship halls, ornate mosaic tile roofs, and baroque embellishments throughout the
temple. One highly unique feature is the door gods, who are sculpted in relief on the solid camphorwood doors rather than simply being painted.

The rotunda-shaped Guanyin worship hall was completed in 1990. In shape and size—it is thirty-two meters tall—it is reminiscent of the Temple of
Heaven. The outer walls are covered in relief paintings of eighty-four bodhisattvas, and a large effigy of the Guanyin sits in repose in the worship
hall, lit by a halo of light that filters down from on high and by the 120-layer blessing lamps on either side. Madou Temple’s 120-layer blessing lamps
are said to be the tallest in the world.
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Wangye Worship | £ 4515 1P

The Wang Ye are among the most important deities in the Taoist pantheon. They are emissaries who tour the world of the living on behalf of the Jade
Emperor, granting blessings and bad fortune to the good and the evil. The Five Royal Lords worshipped in Madou Daitian Temple are Lords Li, Chih,
Wu, Jhu, and Fan. The leader of the Five Lords, Lord Li, was born during the Tang Dynasty and close friend with the other four lords. Adept with both
literature and military affairs, he was promoted to dukedom for his contribution in founding the Tang Dynasty. After his ascension, the Jade Emperor
delegated him the job of Daitian Shunshou (hunting tour on behalf of heaven). He went on hunting tour on the Wangye Boat to dispel disease and
evil from those who worship him.
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A Journey through the Taoist Underworld | +/\& 33X

A unique feature of Madou Daitian Temple is the enormous dragon tunnel that visitors can walk through to learn about Taoist Heaven and Hell. Visi-
tors enter the open maw of the enormous dragon, which is several stories high, and traverse its winding, seventy-six meter length where they are
treated to animatronic recreations of the delights of Heaven and the terrors of the Eighteen Hells. Parents sometimes bring their children here to im-
press upon them the importance of living a virtuous life.

In Taoist belief, the dead go to the ‘underworld, or Hell, to be judged and then either enter Heaven; or are punished for their sins and then reborn.
Hell is composed of ten great halls or courts, each governed by a different king. These.are further divided into eighteen chambers or levels of Hell,
iIn which the wicked are punished in accordance with their crimes in life.

The length of the sentence is dependent on the severity of the crime and the penitence of the sinner. If a punishment ‘kills” a sinner, their body is
made whole again and the punishment repeats itself over and over until the sentence has been fulfilled and the sinner repents.
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