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Taboos and Protocols
BT % BB BRI

DO NOT STEP ON THE DOORSILLS
[ Z5RP3H) 4

' This taboo is rooted in the belief that the dobrs are
guarded by the door gods. The act of Stepping on the
doorsil, which is part of the door, is fikely 10 offend the
gods.

BRL-MEDRERED (RS  MERME BRME
RERCAHDRE  RGES\RTH - BEIAR

DO NOT TRAVEL THROUGH THE CENTERGATE
N [ ZEHr) A

A Genter gate is erected in the heart of every temiple
This is a designated entrance for the deities and off-im-
its 1o the mortals. If the worshipper happens to trave!
through the center gate just as the god is leaving the
. the worshipper would be in the way
of the deity, which could lead to visits from evil spiits
This is why the center gate was reserved for the emper-
ors, ranking officials, and local administrative chiefs in
ancient times. Nowadays, the center gate is opened
exclusively for the president, the premier, and the
mayor. \
BT ERaREar | GMRREEANEE  FOUERRY 0

P, RUESTHER - QNASEA | LONRTA MR
& - CHRS RIRES  —RRRTEE

OFFERINGS
(B () BEE]
+ The offerings should be clean, and presented in a neat
manw."ﬂ?:nun must be cleaned.
+Boal, dog meal, eel, Asian swamp eeland loach are
oot allowed as meat offerings. Do_not remove the
o ari of the scales of the ish: al fish offeings must
tod whole. Tomato, guava, Sugar apple.
; Should beexcluded from the
hat has been previously
¢ consumed, 15 N0t

<3N0 et of the rooster used in meat oflering should
1 be placed facing the shrine.
+ Onco an offeing is placed by a warkshipper. 1o one
else may touch or remove. it
ORI
an ER Al

ENTER THROUGH THE RIGH

EXIT THROUGH THE RIGHT

(roen dragon - ight gate | W 19

[ RP3E - RPIE)
Enter'and exit the temple through the night and left,
respectively. The two gates are known as “th
dragon” and ‘white tiger.” Here are the rules of th

B STRETAACRAIAL | R .

Green dragon gate: the principal dety is placed
facing the front entrance. The dragon gate is Io«

10 its left, which, o the worshipper, is the right

Whito tiger gate: the tiger gate s located to the right
of principal dety, which, 10 the worshipper, is the lef
gate.

W TSR - ORLE 6R K AMRTE a

A LEEY A REEANSS - ORE SRR AN A
This_particular protocol is rooted in the belief that
entering through the right and exiting through the lef
brings good fortune and wards off evil It also suggests
auspiciousness, and dissolution of disasters, and bad
luck.

ATNLETRRRMARIE

L3 NERHE  ANNONRE

Worshippers are advised to dress properly when visiting
the temple. Outlandish costumes and thick makeup are
considered disrespectful 1o the deities. Loud noises are
prohibited. Do not finger-point at the deities. Instead,
place the paims together whie praying, fo show respect
and reverence.

g FSARRR - (LRE -
AREROT . ANRARTS T

Taboos and Protocols
BT # A BBRIRAAHG

DO NOT STEP ON THE DOORSILLS

CilzE5) .
This taboo is rooted in the belief that the doors are
guarded by the door gods. The act of stepping on the
gggrslll. which is part of the door, is likely to offend the

S.

AML—RBNRATER (PIEFR) - PIRSPIN—RED « REPIE
ETERMGA - WERCEH0ES  BEUTEAETS  BERERE
B URTHEROSE -

A center gate is erected in the heart of every temple.
This is a designated entrance for the deities and off-lim-
its to the mortals. If the worshipper happens to travel
through the center gate just as the god is leaving the
temple for errands, the worshipper would be in the way
of the deity, which could lead to visits from evil spirits.
This is why the center gate was reserved for the emper-
ors, ranking officials, and local administrative chiefs in
ancient times. Nowadays, the center gate is opened
exclusively for the president, the premier, and the
mayor. &

—MBTIREEUTLY PRSI SR | RILUEBES . 4

REPSEFRAIER WA BN R - IREH BN
i BEEE IRASS  (ESOER - MOAREA - RILAER
i TR  MRFASEY  —RRRTHEE -

OFFERINGS A

(B B2EE] R

» The offerings should be clean, and presented in a neat
manner. The fruit must be cleaned.

*Beef, dog meat, eel, Asian swamp eel, and loach are
not allowed as meat offerings. Do not remove the
innards or the scales of the fish: all fish offerings must

_be presented whole. Tomato, guava, sugar apple,
balsam pear, and gourd should be excluded from the
vegetarian offering. Food that has been previously
used for other worship services, or consumed, is not

allowed.

* The head of the rooster used in meat offering should
not be placed facing the shrine.

»Once an offering is placed by a workshipper, no one
else may touch or remove it.

o AFIE(R)2MEEES ) HERNBUERS -

o FEEEARATA A - B ER BH: RBEREAR  BRE
27 TRERD - 20H > B0~ B0 20 - WFTHEFENR
FEERTET ¥

o ERSMERTEENLE -

o« EABARGIZER -

ENTER THROUGH THE RIGHT A
EXIT THROUGH THE RIGHT 2
(green dragon - right gate / white tiger = left ate)
[ BP9 + RPSiL] i
Enter and exit the temple through the right and left,
respectively. The two gates are known as “the green
dragon” and “white tiger.” Here are the rules of thumb:

HA ikt » SRR I :

Green dragon gate: the principal deity is placed
facing the front entrance. The dragon gate is located
to its left, which, to the worshipper, is the right gate.
White tiger gate: the tiger gate is located to the right
of principal deity, which, to the worshipper, is the left
gate. ;

N,

- BPY: SEEEATIEERRM RS SHECRREE -

BPS  ERERAPINEERNS - LHESRALERNTE -

This particular protocol is rooted in the belief that
entering through the right and exiting through the left
brings good fortune and wards off evil. It also suggests

iCi and di ion of di and bad

luck.

ERALMFHBRMLRAL  REERS (AROLRO  FER -

WEE) - WEEENE - RURASSE .

DRESS CODE

Worshippers are advised to dress properly when visiting
the temple. Outlandish costumes and thick makeup are

considered disrespectful to the deities. Loud noises are -

prohibited. Do not finger-point at the deities. Instead,
place the palms together while praying, o show respect
and reverence.

REHETHEERTEEEAMNET  AOZETRERE LAY af s
BEMTNAREE  ERkME - 20T ERE - ANREEFS
o LR S E R -

A

- : Vi
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Urawing a Chinese Fortune Stick ?fdl Eﬁ
' hen a believer faces a crossroads in his or her life, they may seek divine answers. The ancient
r.mgCI«mM\lMMH:away!orlmseuablelawwuwmlmm 1t you wish 1o ask god
question, you may i al by following the
ARE NEHUREON - AR COANSEIBERATNARANS I~  DRREISTIUNG
R ¥ - GLUERSRER (AW

1. Request to draw a Chincse fortune stick MR #HIBHE
1.Tel the god your name, address, birthday and your question of wish.
ERABHGAE 16 « A0 NN -
2.Throw the divination blocks 10 f.2d out if god will allow you fo draw a Chinese fortune stck.
REMARE SN - 4 ' A
3.1f the god says yes (Shing-bwei, "3,
inese fortune stick from the iot fube.
ORER « BEER- R -
simghy smiles
no (Yin-bwel,
& l(‘(;:nmmn(:«hmmmwmhmwmu«-hmnuMmmmwd You
may formulate a different request and start over with step 1.

. Verify Have drawn the correct Chinese fortune stick ZSEE
ls‘&)\z-mm'w?umommnmmmwﬁmhmuww::m
e i bt o o e e L De A

6.1 one throw s Yin-bwei or Chiu-bwel, I s

‘steps 5.and B ur
ORMERF TR -
Chinese stick to the
TAfe god says yes' * e d
corres Mmﬂm-n\nu—wndww""”‘”
Jour questions.
FeAnT MR

oa Lo R AT - BHARSERNERLASCERE |

has

O inasiar, blocts. -
using dy - P
7 . mimanF
s - QLA

Drawing a Chinese Fortune Stick ) iﬁ

When a believer faces a crossroads in his or her life, they may seek divine answers, The ancient-tradition
of using Chinese fortune sticks is a way for these people to converse with the gods. If you wish to ask god
a question, you may participate in the ritual by following the steps below to find god's answer.
BESAATHTRREORN « AWREES] - EENSE L RESBRANSNEN SN2 — - MERE DHEIT LR
FEEA - DRI RHBEE (ARUTI®R)

I. Request to draw a Chinese fortune stick SR H#BEHES

1.Tell the god your name, address, birthday and your question or wish.
SIS « MbE DR TR RRNE -

2.Throw the divination blocks to find out if god will allow you to draw a Chinese fortune stick.
BRI RGE S R ERNIRIE - .

3.lf the god says yes (Shing-bwei, where one block has the flat side facing up. the other facing down}, draw
a Chinese fortune stick from the lot tube. 1
URER  REEE—Z8E -

4.If the god says no (Yin-bwei, where both divination blocks have flat sides facing down), or simply smiles
(Chiu-bwel, where both flat sides face up) it Is not the right time for you to be making this request. You
may formulate a different request and start over with step 1.
HRMBAIRALRENIFRAY « RIS R -

I, Verify that you have drawn the correct Chinese fortune stick 8RB
5.0nce god allows you to draw a stick, place it on the altar table while you seek further approval. The
divination blocks must then be tossed again to find out if this is the stick the god intends you to have.
If three Shing-bwei are thrown in a row, this means it is the right stick.
—ERBANREREY  WERTORBNER L - B ARSPRHZ0ERF  BEURHTERNOEE -

6.1f one throw is Yin-bwei or Chiu=bwel, it means this is not the right stick. This requires that a new stick is
drawn and the divination blocks thrown again until god approves of the stick you have drawn. Repeat
steps 5 and 6 until three Shing-bwei are thrown in a row.

WRBHRAZEN - AR R EET AL ERE - BFERSDRTARTENSEER DS NERSES -
Al Match the Chinese fortune stick to the fortune F28fEqVE

7.After god says ‘yes' three times in a row to the stick you have placed on the altar, find the fortunes
cabinet, Each Chinese fortune stick corresponds to one of the drawers in the cabinet, Open the
corresponding drawer and take out one slip of paper, This paper has a fortune written on it that answers
your questions,
EMFIRT —EEFRE T EERIRF NSRS - BN CRE—E0  (tRRESERMBOES -

/Chinese fortune sticks i ﬁo

Chinese fortune sticks, also known as | Ching sticks, are
40 to 50 cm long and usually made of bamboo. Written on
each lot is @ number that corresponds to a slip of paper
with a fortune written on it. To find your fortune, you must
ask god which Chinese fortune stick you should take by
using divination blocks,

ERAREROS0ADROTNEN - B IARET - 5ER
RNTIFWOEORE -« R S AERTHERNY « (RTICIM TR
METTLARERE « WRABIRIES) -

Fortunes cabinet &ﬁ&

Cabinel in which fortunes are kept, Each Chinese fortune
slick corresponds to a specific fortune,

+ O RE R SHWF .
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Divination Blocks g,‘ﬁe

Divination Blocks (throwing poe), pronounced as “Bwa Bwei” in Taiwanese are two moon-shaped,
wooden or plastic red blocks = tr i d as "pee". Throwing poe is similar to a coin toss. People
“throw poe"” to solicit divine answers. For the perplexed, divination blocks can serve as guiding reas-
surance,

Worshippers hold divination blocks prayerfully between the palms while asking ged a question, Once
the question is asked, the asker opens their hands and lets the blocks fall to the floor. God’s answer
1o your question can be interpreted based on how the blocks land, as the follewing positions.

FH (W) ZRENERIAY v 9R\  B-HFAR  ATHIEDBYRNTSRIRD—BES TH) W
BRESHIT - BE (WBI) FRHIVOM - YFRRWOEE - WTTERETFIMEEHNA -
WERFTHPNRT - FRERLH  BUMETS - EEPERTRSENET  HE TRENE

Divination Blocks {#» ;

Dbiraton Blocks (owng pos). pronounced s “Bue Bwe?” i Taiwanese, are Mo moon-shaped,
Ty . Poe”. Thy o0 s similarfo 8 coi toss. Poople
nce.

he quaston s
e uaston s sk, o ater

and ot e bocks a1 i e Gt amoncy
a8 o

56 (43 neuceRy Ly . AMTRBOITIE naes

= : X\ A-wwA

n:::ln X% (W5, AANRLE - HOtRADES <l!$flm\lgﬁlll Py
SRS - FAREEH  mms | EREEXINNRORT | TR RIS

bwei 147
side of both blscks faces up)
Two negatives mean that the god disagrees,

is angry or does not agree to grant your request,
SNREEE T ZTEHER - LR - UHTHHEAKZE

A

Two negatives maan isagrees,

I at the god

y;..\:y': ‘Soms ot agres o grant yourreyss;.
TRINBEE N aeTanyeoy,

sido up, negalive: bukjing side up)
One negative and one positive represents the
approval of the god in the matter of your prayers ,

EH-E—RARFMTITRZF SRS BT 767 -

Wiy
- A N oz,
THRE D, {mad 12,

"Kia bui 1.4
The blocks do not fall over but instead stand on
end. Usually, when people throw divination

Two positives represent that the god smiles but

blocks they want to ask the god for something.
Itis said that believers who ask for nothing can
more easily throw kia bui; this is seen as a mira-
cle by believers.

—RAMZZLWRE (ARSI (BFR) N
S5 ESBIL M%)  BESRETEWER

does not reply, meaning that the explanation is
unclear, no decision can be made, or the time is
not right to pose this question. It could also
mean that the person asking has already made
up their mind so they don't need to ask the god.
EARTERL ARBHEIMAE « BEARGETHN - SER
TYUANMEAEIE - SMENEEEER CEER @
LiBet—f «
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' Tiangong Temple

Phkase 'oﬁw IN rid line
ot [

@) Light four incanse sticks ) God of the South Dipper @Mwwu_, @miﬁm

The worship progressidn"

1st floor

@ BxckPalce @

.
¢ m
Totre w
Box Plluce
To the service counter
on the 1st Soor
-
Iy | 1st fioor
T 1 |
Courtyard = 3
o e | & R
burner on the 15t Soor
|
I B s ] - —
‘\ I
. San Chuan Gate .
@ Place an incense stick ﬁ Place an incense stick ﬁl m Muwang {:JW of the North Dipper

) The Three Divine Teachers (-) Hall of the Founders  (F Prince of Yanping i[/God of the South Dipper

1[/God of the North Dipper

# Jade Emperor (%) God of the North Dipper Usvmm Diyun (L Phacoan incense stick {Phice an incense stick

15 Gt of Latiars and Edpsater)
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Tiangong Temple
EBEMRIE(RDB)

— BREMERR

History of.TaiWan First Temple Tiantan | &Al-‘&.‘#- :

Commonly known as I‘l’?b.ﬁlllmodl supreme deity of Taolsm, the JadQEm I8

mhbmmmmbw-h. mhh holnq (16“- Z)dmbpnlledmlmm(un'l 854

that a temple was bullt here, known as Tiengongtan, that was bullt by both the govemnment and

lowhg moﬁmmgwm"mmmmwmhm mwmmmmn’wﬁm ¥

Muly.al:tiw.lhe s were renovated and became the ones we see today,

Th.lilh of the first month of the kinar calendar is the Jade Emperor’s birthday celebrating iversary.
llnf:z with fortune and welhess. Wmnmm-mﬂmummmnmmmm

am. spiritual wm place culturally-inspired trip. Make sure you bring your cameras.

4,00 Itis the canter of Tainal and the best fora

ImmndeWnJthﬂmbmmﬂ =
TERARS 2 =

Tilngong's features | A '-F#ﬁ.

doors of most tem, umT Is dadi
instead of door 5 mnwllnﬂ:n.ﬂaooimpe ror's power. \

The temelo foaturos five pais o dragon columns; thei histories can be dated sl the way btk the Q Opras. Cragon cokms
mFmiPaInumMmhmuEme (1861-1874); M?\yhmmmbuk%d

mmsmsm1w are smaller, Every column is su dwmonl splendid , with
< ‘MM mlumm.nn dlh-Prleondm:yE.w :;um]w%mm
gate, these columns are masterpieces, The heads of on these cokimns are a unique work of art, The whis| ’
curl in an elegant manner. ¥ ’
G S, vy 5

The "7 tablat / meaning the “one" tablet), which is located at the very head of the worshipping hall, s one of the three most
- famous tablets in Tail onywrmgguummmmmmmm,-uw*mm-mu-mm.
single stroke. Around the big character in golden collor, the interpretation in small characters reads *People are making futile efforts,
god's justice will manifest, retribution never spares, it's just a matter of time....” This message fills the readers with suggestive and wam-
ing implications, making one ponder over its far-reaching connotations.

RNETRS TR BEASAXRL- - () TESE (TRRRIFLTR) BREAT == amma
ey - GTYNA: ) XRER

|Stone drums and lions HIREREE

The spiral pattems on the stone drums beside the Sanchuan Gale are wmmmnm-nmm«mm

concise
were built in the Qing Dynasty; they are noted for the design of their menacing, open mouths.

Our Culture, Our Temple 1@}"

|00



2B AR IE] + 58

F-E7 |

The worship progression
of Guan Gong Temple
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Tainan Grand Matsu Témple
FRBARGE :

Matsu, Goddess of e Sea, Is worshiped as the Heavenly
Queen (called Thanhou n Mandarin) In China's coastal areas,
Out of the approximately 400 Matsu temples in Taawan, Tainan's
Grand Matsu Temple was the first official Matsu.temple ever
built, The temple is a treasure trove of Tawanese works of folk
art, and & popular tourist destination you should not miss if you
decide to pay Tainan a visit,

-8 L2 M FEE - ERR
v . l.g.

The hlstory of Taman Grand Matsu Temple .
BREE L :

During the Ming Dynasty (1368 = 1644), it is said that the statue of Matsu was by a eunuch whose name is San-bao Wang,
from Fujian Province to Taiwan, and people bulk a temple called Tianfel Temple (Rerally, *Heavenly Princess Temple'), At the end of
the Ming Dynasty, Koxinga occupied Tawan and stayed in Tanan, mwmmmanmwmnwnomlma
muo.(wrwmxowwmem-uumw)

In 1683, moﬁmmwadl\crhtgonmmdfhndmwwmtohlmmLmﬂmamlmmm
der, the Prince of nging his five ines and informed them of his decision to take his own Ke. In fidelity to the princa,
mammwmmm-narmmwngmm and making cbeisance 10 heaven, earth, and the
.mmonmmuw bﬂanmnowvmumppldnwuhl
" Temple, dndlthmMedmmCmbhuthutcmmdm

Note: Tm%eedmmwenqmmmo’mtounu«olhumw wmmdhhnmm\nm
the Qing took power, mmmmmaynwym ha was Invited to sotth in Taiwan, whld\dllmwmﬂmubﬂmd
the Ming.

s Al mei i fhe : 7
‘am: FPRRC N - DEIee . .

[BufiG e Qing Dynasty AW Bi )

Talwan, Qing Gt | Shih L a petition to Emperor Kang X to rename the temple the Grand
Mam‘l’uhpla.'rmm T-In-nerwmmmwmzmmmwmmmmmmm In spring of
1818, the Tainan Grand Matsu Temple was badly damaged in a fire and a three-phase rt
m;mmmmmm mml-rmmmmwmmmvmmnmmhmqm
the temple. )
RS . . amEnc .

BRTI—ARE

Up to the Present 115 :

Although the Talnan Grana Matsu Temple buikding has been renovated severa] imes, It has retained the same fundamental architectur=
al fealures since the third restoration effort in the early nineteentn century, The palace hall boasts a tall looﬂ truss. Tainan Grand Matsu
Temple has been Fsted as a historic sits of the highast category in Taiwan and also one of Hundreds of Religicus Site in Taiwan.

% —RE SRR FEWENE . ST WS

: - Our Culture, Our Temple 1!,{:}‘A
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Introduct|on of Deity Statues in the Temple
ERARG G HRBH M

5 IER - J
* Matsu; umnlsmlmrmuﬂ She wears a crown with nine beaded tassels.and a splendid royal ek
mu:ﬂ-mmdivlngmswih-wlmmWcm}kgﬁmhh&wmwwh
BECRATYE - BT ABTEGNRY BNV REAN NANS  MENESNANT ARE
“ The deities Qienslisyen (“Al g") and Shunst ("Alk g") ars the b of the Goddess Matsu.In fok-
aochi Taeeing

ke, the

amunom.mwummmuhumTwmmnwmwmmummMmm

7 - aRERE: t - BT RN ST WS
¥ \

* Dragon Klnpdﬂ:oFowSou(mmMmooﬂhemmdeum facing the altar): they are the Gods of the
s“andnlmmo the Rain, In folklore, the four Dragon Kings include the East, MMWMMKM The state
ues shown here indude the four Dragon Kings, two genefals and four servants. ¢
STNERTEIE . AR AR GARS AR TRANE | SARE  RANERARE | @RA ’

HononbloKlngndmmmmmnﬂuaonh-muaﬂmummmnwguulm theso are wa=
bmlmoddm‘lmakgulrdhluf-!yufu)upl.ﬂuﬁv-Muhsr‘mﬁveGmmMonudﬁmnl including Da Yu, who is
noted for his great Cyu Yuan, 3 patriatic post who killed himself by jumping into a river,
Wubww.mmmlwhsﬂw Siang Yu, wha committed suicide ina rives, and Han Ao, who had great strength
woodamuvolbulwm
BT EORE . AW DRUKAIS  RENALN - GTH - BTREN

* The Sanguan Dadi ('Emperors of the Three Reakns’ = Heaven, Earth and Water) statues are enshined at the back of the Main
Palace, They are the gods of Heaven, Earth and Water. nlsswu-tmoslnpuuotmbosmnhmno that of Earth bestows
wwm«mwmmwuarmmm -

- KRS = LR N PR ) SR LR RN RS

renE - R

This nall initially was the Pﬂneevf Ningjing's chamber. The PnnchNlnﬁlnglﬁvoconcublnss hanged themselves hara from the
crossbeam in the Main Palace, Delties enshined here currendy Indude the Prince of Ningjing, Matsu's Father, Matsu's Mother and
others with meits and virtues, )

1 .
+ God of Matchmaking: this deity matches couples in marriage by facilitating romantic bonds, It s one of the four famous marriage

deities in Tainan (the other three are located in Guan Gong Ternple, Gund Guanyin Pavilion and Chonwlng Temple).

L - o o

'FuDQMéh‘ﬂ(VllgeDdtyor‘LWd(hsSolananGrmd‘):mhgothnmdl r-ﬁond

pooplnbelwammmunw m nas any wealth: thersfore, people call mtylhawoornr‘FuD.Dohy.
) e -

* Lady M(Goddulcichmh)ﬂugoddluunmﬂ irth; she is the ss of mﬂ'".lwllt;

in labor and infants, - 3

o - 2 -

n the main palace) SR
mm-nlwungmhh\nnwwmnmamhmnwnwtw‘rlmﬂ- mnGmmmmhmhmﬁ-
tary suparvision office, which since then has been called "Guanyin Palace.’ statue of Guanyin Bodhisattva (Avalokitesvara or
ammwmmmmw.hmmmmm»mmer by incense smoke. The two
slatues reflect the preferred features of young Chinese boys and girds, mdm.ymbul,dlnmtd yin, The boy named Shan=
cai has a high forehead, big eyes and full kps, and with palms mwmunhphy«mﬁm-umnuhnmm
brows, lmr\dhawlnnb\m helding an alms bowd in her hands, looking ch and graceful.
< MR mmlulmln R
. S A WRSNE SO S ETREATR R | ZNRLUEL

nEENEE
FORASSET  GHENR BN MEFEALEN -

{Sanbao Palace (the left front palace from the main palace) =R}

WPalawmbullduﬂng the renovation of 1765, In 1971, the ariginal official

1 into a ternple hall to worship.

‘ hallwas
the Sanbao Buddhas. There are two guardian siatues, Wevmsumlmundcraeh Guardian, standing i front of the Sanbao B

dhas, The Sanbao Budahas are Eum. Buddha and Bl Buddha (the Medlmﬁum). Shakyemues
ni Buddha s the founder of all in the works and combats them with compassion, Amiabha
Buddha and the Medicine Buddha give pm hope for the nhﬁh and strenglh to fight illness, respectively,

17STER EBTIEN e e
) e S e - i UERERTR ARSI | SR EE AT - .
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| : Beiji Temple #t#k4L
Founded in 1885, Beiji Tempie is the oidest official temple to the god known as
the "Emperor of Mysterious Heaven" or Syuanwu in Taman City. Bejji Tempie
stands on “Vulture Hill", the highest plate in old Tainan city three and a half cen-

turies ago. At the time of the Dutch colonization (1624-1662) of the southem
site was home to a clinic; and Koxinga {govemor of Taiwan

The worship progression of
Beul Temple

F
be converted into a temple to the Emperor of rous Heaven, and i was
mwmamees Dneofhmmestwanwu(mepnupledemmmm

the Beij Temple s )enshnedmﬂhmple brought by Koxing, "
' from China. In 1836, the was Gumym.andmmsﬁbe S
temple was again rebuilt wi hebimm Ineilgenhy
“Beiji Tempie™ (meaning “North Pole Temple® in Mandarin).
= : e ag-wars FERm
| W ..
) - £ SREAT - = wE
. - 4

Temple layout | AF P3piL it : ' e
The temple is flanked by an em'mneymm rightand mmmmuummmsmmw m
\ 2 mdnwnotbeemuedbynmds.ﬂnudswm yard and the prayer paviion where mmbmumw
of the North. Next to the prayer pavilion is the mamn hall, where the god of the North is enshrined.
The temple houses many statues of the mm?smmuummmsummhtmdmkm
smaller statue brought by Koxinga from China in 1661,
v ' Other temples tend to have red pilars decorated with dragons, bmmﬁlxsm!gfm\ﬂenmhwmmm
¥ senting the North. The Rags and central gate are aso all in black. 3 '
~Gons eDark Deity : 3 ETEERC ERNED e cannE NI :
{Syuanwu) Kang " s
, L2 e ra. . 1 -

‘Legend of the deity | #iR® & N P
~ [Thegodofthe North— Syuanwu X Efzexm) ' :

The god of the North has names: ({"Dark Warrior* or ious Warmor”)
wwm‘l’mwm Mmmmﬂmmm&smwmm&ukmw
was once a prince during the time of the Yellow Emperor (c. 2688-2508 B.C.). Growing up, the prince saw the somow and pain of

nary people and dacided to retire to 3 remote mountain to cultivate the Tao. Eventually he attained sainthood and was entiied “The god '
of the North™ by the Jade Emperor. E N
Jnmmmmmammwxwm it i = hought. One day, Sy! was as-
sistin .w g

mdkmwmmam“lmmawmmﬁll:usesmm transportation.
T Fips: o X% KR REre mey -

. aE-m- n-n o aes - w7
= 2 nx--uwrxnm— BWITHERN - FE0 o -
@ Face outward to pray to the Jade Emperor % X 7 )
2Tl l?ina Hi7TUBIRIBETEN )

@ Darkbeityi{Syuanwu) (ilue Warrlox:Great Deity’) Generdjuonnd General Kang are the subardinates ofme god of the North. General Jhao stands to the right of the god of North and

| € Guanyin - Emperors of the Three Realms End\n:;':;:ﬁ:mdalmf‘k:‘d M:Sew;mmnﬁwﬂ:‘:?;dswaﬂwdm { 2
- MRS &l NTREFRE. RET - 2 RSTERLWEEN -

| €} Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva - Bodhidharma - The Lord Prefect of Levy |

& Goddess of Childbirth ‘Guanyin (Avalokitesvara)(a Buddha to whom Beiji temple is dedicated) Bt S =& \

: e T e T
= o . : 2 SO isten to)
6] Il;‘rlegeec iltém% ili\:n {Village Deity) ~ Lord of Earth’s Foundation (Prince of Yanping: Koxinga) e ﬁ:f;m as a’y“ goddess euu;y.n ':‘sald o d:_'er(et ) all living things em )

_ P + — R -

Our Culfure, Ourfemple ‘.L"x \ 4 X 3 VBRI - 4
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The worship progression

_Prefecture City God Te

Ceramonies and Rites Hall

Paper Bamer
Chiness iosk
m @ Wy Sih Pavilion)

Froat
Courtyard

¥
Courtyard
)
| coer Y
' vl—\ [ EFaY
Exit @ 4= Entrance

@) Face outward to pray to the Jade Emperor (Place 3 incanss sticks)

) Prefecture City God (Duke Weiling) -
Lords of 24 offices(24 ministers subordinate to the city god) (Place 1 incense stick)

Guanyin - The wife of Prefi City God - of Chilldbirth -~ Mazu -
(3] y! ty

Lady Linshuei (Guardian of Expectant Mothers) (Place 1 incense slick)
(4] Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva (Place 1 incense stick)

\ | & Fu De Jheng Shen (Village Deity) - God of Matchmaking (Place 1 incense stick)

Our Culture, Ourﬁ;n;e‘ ‘.‘.‘!x

City God Temple
AL L

The hastory of Tanwan Prefecture City God Temple | £ ¥

Tamﬁmciyed Temple ("Ch T'). the earli mm«mﬂmm
Ilsm&d:&&s&llwm%hbsmmww# i
3 tutelary, or guardian dedty of a town's walls and moats. the cult of the Ch Mduysmdwwdawd

3 plbﬁ:emeans m:hmdhsemdmbmmmnisowgﬁeswﬁm including the recov-
from iliness, of of i m

e

TEEE

Cny
and intervene i meihvsdlue vihdherdﬁuisdﬂ!h!ridvy Mbé!ls.
= mﬂ h&;n‘ﬂm themhshmd.'[ bm:n T::{

n offk mhdywd.asptmim :W&L Mm)sd#d
mmmnsp-sm»mmwxmnmm
Ay St hu e e e e S e g
mmummdnmmmmmmm -bolhi to to the left and nght - mdhﬁm
i 1o the city god shshdvmhzspeuﬁcm mmmmam !

wmmummmwmnsum?m o e =
are perpetually cool, even hottest days. 3= curenty plagusd by concems could ;sw
r*eedg; the city god. stop by and pay him a 13! o =

nnummm-“- SERmE 2 '-I - ATREE S Al At -

-m mu- .A..l TR 8 - £ T SO 00 M 0 T -nmm T AR
H&! mnuc BT EREE mm CRMETRE AN ARV TN TH I A0 . ¥ 003 AR N P 2

TR
— Lf- WA ETRE R EEORAS RS
o

AR - TRENO T - -2 R

A
Architecture | BF 2 &

Prefecture launched a expand the floor size of T Prefecture , making
(;mummmahmsmbzmm The\ %ﬁrm %ﬂesam
three-hall and two-wing structure. 2
mhhmu Suad sddr'l?e ‘I“d‘ dadmdfn the hsbhzyzlﬂ‘ztﬂh@sm
muuwtemmmms«smkm wﬂ‘ﬁg

L mRmrE. m-rm- —a
s = i -mum_ Y

' L S

Highlight features | %€
You will alsonotics wooden tabiet, with the inscription “Er Lai Le” ("Thou Hast Come”) above the front gate, indicated
ﬁﬁisulsrmslmiohsgndmdeaﬂv Rlscnedhﬁeemoslﬁm\surdeﬁiasn'l’am
i dnotlmsslhegamdh L mﬁ:‘m“ a;:s Mbdal:“: s
deed: the
m asculsmg\d'gd good. s people justics, the represents: god uses

karma. It is intended to intimidats evil-doers and force them to isten to the voice of their
FAUAR. RO EAS R B W - B CHERAAR A ERT SERTARS TS
s T A v
s - VX 3 MRENTE A AN
. -

Our Culture, Qur Temple -ggx




]

BTN 4

= 4

Anpmg Kaltal Matsu Temple S i
LN “rHEeRET '

The history of Anping Kaitai Matsu Temple Ill HiE 2

»

The ternch I 1661, Koxings (Chang Cheng-kung), s
\ to mike Tawan a bass of e foroms. Iroutds at i
-uubkh‘m “mb Ko a mw Mm Ramdymm.m mmsmy
Joumey acrass the serai in 1668, oy
Tra villsge was davasated swmmusm King debsyed by Japanese cccupation snd Warkd War
. mehimﬂmm%dbﬂm Sirce then -
¥ nnmu;n‘l.urmm %'Wmm Y
b I x :

eMarquis Conqueror of Talwan ¢ AR e TR ENERPANIBERN | ENRSRE SSARN XU ANSEE . (e nd r. '

FLL ) r.m-m_ﬂ~nm- v .

Belief in Matsu | uilftﬂ' g y \ :
the (H50=GE7 ), mhuuhmhm:m-n-d
. mmumumuw&- mmmmmm% 2 wide range of powers and

. chuing mastery and Buddhist axarcism, WM“ other
mmmmwmnm m Mm-nzn.mmmhmwmmmnn-

fingar rings s the Sres=inch s snoas st wamon who hat foombinding,
1 Ih.mumungw mmguwvwnublmuwmw mm’":&nmmmm hats have nine
| ) v Heaecly Enprass,
Mhumm mmm s Cl (ABseing has axceptonally sharp ane s
Claraudier: (Alearing) ngwmmtz:qnv ans memm-ﬁmm-mw
» BEESR m—mmum BONEAVERAZTTENRBES - FAEBRLE - REFH2E MURTLNRY - SR W G
FEGT TR - M m-nm WE) - ik STRUEIERRENENSHRESR  ARERERSOAE AR ENSRTN  ¥

’ ERFRTTES - FAOE ) 2
ﬁnnsmm W SR W e U
"o -nmummr BREEELST - RRAE A% >

¥ Tanplefeaummyu' § =

. . ol
frant of = tampls asa {called a Serves 1o separale e

T ool
.uum&m[h.m-—.mmnmny nm&mm n':-muyummlmn ﬁowh
‘ducrposts. An pcdtional support comes. shapo of a stone crum, to be an incarnation of the Dragen King's youngost somulines called
mmmmuumwmmnqu nnx 7 -
X ¥ Ratrver than 11 ususl images of door gods, 1 gate s decorated with. mut mmunm 2 $ac0d eovance and
wmmnmmmmuun‘mmermmnmmm me mnwm
\ ' ‘cakamity, 95 you escape the tiger's dhiches when you axit the Sger doce. B
ERENT (UM | USRS RNRASE | DRSS R Ema A
L ABDT . SR SR  RRRS SRR RN - CA TSRS 3
BB 5 R L A SRR A a
[ SRS - ! ',
mmmmm.w'un;a bad I Jon whan four in her sadan char, This practics
« dales back o whan emperors s oﬂaalswmmhnammndlmm with stafRbearing soldisrs baading the way,
NEER  MEERERSOR  RUAS | - FANEBREY - ERATREE TR 2 - (N N AR
‘ Swordlion8t® .
| €@ Face outward to pray to the Jade Emperor (Place 3 incense sticks) mm(mm..mm ur;qh-mdln‘mﬁmmmou.“-"- be mad y
X are afways in mmw-runm%wwlmﬂwn 3 R {
# Mazu - Marquis Conqueror of Taiwan (Koxinga) (Pace 1 incanse stick) PR ROARIEE B ERAN  FOR AR

.| © Honorable Kings of the Water Immortals
} ) Dragon Kings of the Four Seas
& Mother of the North Dipper - 2 Protectors Spirits - God of Taisuei - 60 Taisuci Deities (Place 1 incense stick) |
( 2 Generals Shi - Wunchang Dijyun (God of Letters and Education) (Place 1 incense stick)

Our Culiure, Out Temple {gx'
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n Grand Guanyin Pavilion /"

‘The worship progression,

eAmitabha S

eMedicine
Buddha
gymgon -g:shaisstgé\r’r;aprapu +Guanyin  sSudhans

esMaitreya -;a:m:lu

eBodhidharma .Guanyin «Great Holy King

eDragon Girl eSudhana

e General
MHeng

r

*

p- Please follow the red fine nfomin?)

ep-by-step in
) Face to pray to (Piace 3 Incense sHicks)
5 lQGuanyll Great Holy King * (Place 1 sick)

| © God of Matchmaking 18 Arhats
© Goddess of Childbirth - 18 Arhats

S ~ Medicine
M: Mmreya m|mm;
(3 Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva
i t#iodisativa of Vetgtisns S Siiiiaty

Our Cuiture, Qurfemple ‘!.‘.x

Grand Guanyin Pawllon & Ofﬁclal Xlllg-jl Temple
At @) *Av!- @ﬁ«unmxn%# g mmAy

Grand Guanym Pavnhon xn;&_x—
General mfomnatlonlm'fr ‘

This. complex comprises tha Grand Guanyin Ppllionvmmhﬂumwsumnlsmlpmm-i”mm-l

Muwkmmmsawmmmmmmmmmm"mdmmwmm visitors. 3

are greeted by two protector geds holding vajras—weapons used to ritugh diamondfk ity and the -
power of the This hell s 1o Guanyin, with ststues of various religious figures induding the God of

Mawnmmm«nammwmmmwwmmmmwmwmmn-ewm«nmcy.mmwulan

and right are decorated with images of the eighteen arhats.

medeldGMShmu‘dimhdlnSlWBmm Buddha), Amitasha {the buddha ta the

lof of Sakyamuni Buddha, the god of the underworkd) and the Madicine Buddha (the buddha to the right of Sakyamuni Buddha wha is

worshippod for good health), Statues of Maitreya s in front, with Skanda Bodhisattva and Sangharama Bodhvsstive, On the ket shrine

is Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva (elso called *Earth Treasury” or “Earth Store”, -mmm-mmbnwamm

slh‘smm)monhmmumm

cam '

- IMTWEEH - B

.. \
RS T Emeen
WTRWORE WO T WI“"

Architectural features Iﬂ?i#ﬁ&

CAREE N

. mmmmmmmsm«-mamm»wmumc« chthlvlnn Dragon=Th

nutW‘.Fde.G*fym!htlplo mmmdm
gous of fortune, prosperity o
sgnify good westher: a sword, lute, cpen umbrells and a snake.
ABESOEOSION. NZNNCRRE - AT W

LR LR S

Gate are images of the
are sccypled byﬁmdmlmrdy holding various objects that

B LIS e

- '
)
Inscnbed plaques 1718 !

The pavlion housas a numbaer of antique plaques. Some carry postioseligous phrases in pralse of Guanyin, calling her the “Spring
Breoze of the Lotus Seat”, “The Grace of the Mother Buddha™ and venerates her *high perspective far beyond™ (a play on the name of
the goddess, whaose (ull name Guanshiyin means roughly ‘Perceiver of all the workl's sounds™), The latter is the most lamaus inscrips
vonlmwu donsted by the Taiwan prefect Hong Yuschen in 1862,

EAERT EIE T

TR BERNE I XA L RERARETERRET) Tacan
S-Il!!hrasnm-ui!- . - '

Our Culiure, Out Temple {gx'
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The worship progression of |

Official Xing-ji Temple

eThe Divine Parents jparenis of Baoshang Dat)

«Holy Emperor  «Wun Heng

eBaosheng Dadi #1

sBaosheng Dadi #2

eJhang "
p he eBaosheng Dadi #3

ehtecicing-
aing L ad eMarshal of the

.Sm-mn

] ¢ -

*88tmg Lsa

) Face outward to pray to the Jade Emperor (Piace 3 incense stcks)
) Baosheng Dadi #1 (Baosheng Dadi who Guardsthehmple) 2
2 Dadi #2

(Kaiji Dadi - statue) -

Baosheng Dadi #3 (Baosheng Dadi who Goes out to Patrol) - Jiang
Marshal of the Central Altar (Prince Najha) - Tiger General (Pace 1 ncense

€) Marshal of the Central Altar (Prince Najha) & 36 Generals
) Fu De Jheng Shen (Village Deity)

s-m-qunn Jhang Sheng-jhe -
stick )

@TheDmnePamMs(paentsofBaoshengDad') ‘Wun Heng * Holy Emperor Lord Guan *
Emperors of the Three Realms - God of the South Dipper - God of the North Dipper (Piace 1 ncense stick)

(3 God of Taisuei
| ') Wunchang Dijyun (God of Letters and Education)

Our Culture. OurTemple Le}‘

f
&
P

Grand Guanyin Pavnlion & OFﬁclaI Xing-jl Temple
i DJ&A-!-&?F ul-i!;ﬂﬂ JU!;B‘& gReARRAT

Xlnng Temple (fonnedy Dmgdadaogong Temple)

AEREAEG RALNH)

AArchitecmraIfeamreslﬁ*JZ##?., e

.
)

General mformtlon | m

The Xingsjl Temple is @ Chinese wddmmnhlppodhfelnllgmmftm
mm-mmmmmiﬂaulh&mw?zwlmwlmmh#m Chind betwaen 1647 and 1683. The maln
hell is. o the by the “Tiger General’, who is reputed to cure children of mumps. Tha left side

dmn‘hﬂdlmﬂhm’moﬂhﬁ Cantral Altar (3 Taoist god whosa image is that of & child) and the right side to Tudigong
(also called “Fu De Jheng Shen”, the Vilage Mor\wdm Sall and the Ground™),

- “wEms -

The story of Baosheng Dadi |54 A F @R

mmwmmmmsmw(gsmimce)md-JWnMdmgmmhudmmmmm
several medical mirades, such &s gving eys-drops to a dragon in human fom, m-mm-w:mmmnqm
quesn’s chest alment. As & doctor, mmmmuwmmn&ulmwmmmu\admmmmm
ulmdqudodle(‘l’n),mmmdmﬂmmmwﬁGMbmwuNhnMWwﬁwm
the name D ftor his Dad was cradited with using his divi 1o offar help to major
ummﬂddlﬂd"ncﬁhunlﬁnn inchuding saving the future Emperor Gaozong of the Sang Dynasty from abduction, His deified
mmummwnngmmwwnwmr moeonnmmmmnmuhd'lnwid
Inspector at the Heavenly Gate, Mirack: Doclor of Compassionate Relief, Great Tacist Immortal, snd the Longdved, Unbeunded,
LitsProtecting Emperor’, which |s generally shortenad to Bacsheng Dsol ("Lfe=Protacting Emperar® or Emperor Baosheng).

© When he first waves of immigrants from southem Fujian came to Taiwan during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, difficully adapting to the

mwmmmmmmﬂammmﬂm Baosheng Dadi's prolection was widely sought,

W AMBENE ¢ WA 5 ¢ - TLANIR - kX
ML B (AW R R T REARED v +
-lul-m‘ CRNEEAY 3 . &

)

Xing<i Temple & a of three wings and three gates and decorated with sumptucus embellishe
ments, Apdrdmlommhmoﬂhcs-uwanm and the middle gate & guarded by Tang Dynasty generals Cin Shu
Bao and Wal Chih Gong. 3

nueNEn =) k " RTER

“Medlcal” fortunes 15 i&

Tamplee commanly offer tlessad talsmans and temple fortunes. Xing=ji Temple uniqualy offers “medical’ fortunes, which were popular
in tha past owing to the scarcity of medical resources and exportise. The sufferer prays and describes the allment, then uses incense
sticks to communicate with the Bacsheng Dadi A random casting of jaobei ("maon blocks™ or “dvination blocks” for poe divination)
shows the god's answer, and the Supplicant may be granted a prncnulon for racitional Chinese medicine,

R RSP RBTLR “INIIBR‘II

Our Culure, Our Temple 4 gx'
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- Luerhmen Tiant
L ERPRETE X

The hlstqry oj"ﬁle uxerlunenTlanhou Temple IAK.'G*

mim Mlulod. m '

1o drive the Dutch Tulmm 'I'QMM »mm
MI&W )mwumwm#n % e . \

In 1871, Ih-nw.-lbu!.-hm MMMI-MMW Malsu was saved mm 2
warshipped homes hm NLFMMMM

msf;-wnmmmww b‘ hchﬁudimnhr-“mmb

| © imagec mmmuw.

mmﬁwcumuwmmwnmmmnum ?wqd MMM al cuk

twre, A ire room was set up to collect refes and and for research 1o mmwwmuum

mnmmummwmw-wnmnum?m Wll among the:

) Te -
3 mm n?mhﬁmhd'whﬁduan‘. Mﬂ&m’n‘wmmmlymlﬁlwmm

. ra v & \
-

I &m-gm.JL g om0 i

ThestouyofMatsu Iﬂnﬂmtt . \
person named Lin Mo Niang (960-887 ). She was born in M mmlnrc

' gm.m-a..mmmmww““m e

ﬂlw Mhlmﬂ in the hearts of people mhh mdﬂhdmwm
\ Wies weh large Chinese pogulbtio 'ﬁuﬂnmhmqm bl e Hortop- »
for banevolence mwwmnmdumwummmmm-m» >
| Queen of Heaven, Lady of Grace and Haly H amongst
o 3 s »
s M%M"T G e TR
Firi g W ki ¢ - = BN 0 il
2 '
Please follow step-by-step instruction, from number 1 to 15 LR Temple faaturesl ﬂ*#ﬁ A i
0 Face outward to pray to the Jade Emperor (just bow = incense)  (2) Face outward to pray to the Jade Emperor (Plece 1 incerme stick] m% Tianhou me”:mm.wnnh mmdbnl m“mmmwam
Mazu - Honorablle Kings of the Water Immortals - Lady Linshui (Guardian of Expectant Mothers) - Fu De Jhong Shen ! + daor. murals, sculotures, cerami spremnedike cutand-pastad works crafied by virtuoses,
2 @nuw 01’:93 mmr&u D u; Goddess of Chikibirth m’?!un‘:ﬁulm g s houses fokk art treasures, nmmctrﬁch la&m & ‘ ¥
€ Place 3 incense sticks {§) Wunchang Dijyun - God of Wealth (Caishen) - § MABEABUSONT | GACNAT U RRKYR . U ERRSOICNTN | CENRERR ANTICHTES FES s
/€3 God of Taisuel * 60 Taisuel Doities (Placs 1 inosnse sick) God OFWMShMING F ol 1 kst el o o R D) 5
1@ Face oubwsr fo pray 1o the Jade Emparoe (e 1 ke k] {FJ The Divine Parents (parents of Mazu) (Pce 1 ivanse sic) ! - v
@Emparonoﬂthhm Roalon % Godndmsm Dipper - {E) Wun Heng (Holy Emperor Lord Guan) {fce 1 ncense stcx) s - t s 2 & K 4 f
the North Dipper (e 1 Inoseae sty {Z) Prince of Yanping (Koxinga) (s 1 incseas stck) % 3
‘uFlunmulrdioprlylnthoJlthmpcmr(Ph:uwmmm) {5 Mazu's Boat (Phce 1 incense sick) < s ) g & -~ .
L Guanyin - 18 Arhats (s 1 inceesa stk [y, 3 . v o 4 3

s = - ~ - 'y v »

{! v e 7O Cultus, OurTemple Lgx Vgt dle g J : "= our Culfure, Qur Temple —!ax
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|3 Please follow step-by-step instruction, from number 11025 |

© The Five Royal Lords (Li,Chih Wu,Chu,Fan) (B Thousand Hands and Eyes Guanyin
@ Manor of Generals (D Guanyin of the Southern Sea .
© Master of the Temple Precinct @ Ancestral Master Pu-an () Place 3 incense sticks
Master of King Boat Jade Emperor : Emperors of the Three Realms -
- o(wmes{us.gd'gtmmo'sazm‘mm| ®5Wuu:hang[>qymusco¢sofmnmmzmum)

© Place 3 incense sticks @ Mazu who Secures the Throne ) God of the South Dipper

@ Fu De Jheng Shen (vilage Deity) v}] Mother of the North Dipper
© Goddess of Childbirth ©) Place 3 incense sticks @) God of the North Dipper
D sak i Buddh (® Manjushri 2 Immortal Elder of the South Pole
® God of Taisuei ®Samantabhadra 2 God of Matchmaking
) ' (O Place 3 incense sticks 2 Place 3 incense sticks

P ARC SR R S R T . PR e -8 H \

; § R : Our Culture, Ouf Temple tex
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Orthodox Luerhmen
Sheng Mu Temple |
Iﬁ./ﬁ. BP9% &m

Thehlstorylﬁ'-}’*&.t %39

in what was the inland the of Taiwar, to the
WWW;:W ptwioudy ]lmg" 563 0n the southwestem coast o

, fishermen who Bved on Bei=Wel and Luethmen

In 1661, thoMing gencral Zneng Chang-kung (e krown 3¢ Koxinga) lanod '
Dynasty and reay mwnwm@mmﬂdg) the tde 100 fow

Luerhmen islands had buk a shine 1o Sheng Mu,

invade Talwan 5
to enable a surprise attack, While waitng
’ mmmmm,wuum»mu found tne Luerhman Sheng MuTempla, After offeri

praying Sheng Mu, Koxinga the of than allowing
huun&-m-m%mmﬂu&mﬁmm«mmmﬁmmfmmw

In1!31uu'l’-vd| flooded and the foundations of the te washed out due 1o a severe thunderstorm, The statues of L~
emmen Sheng Mu nmmmdwm ww%nnmmm&.mnmﬁhu—mm

Mu Temple were constantly thwarted by Sooding, so the statues were kept in HamAn Temple

In 1 .memwhmmm&hh‘-mmmbm nldndol ponphbnlcml

Bve on the boat and

10W Man wly.nwidm
,On the fourth tme, as the fishermen tried to pus Wmdﬁ’pnnwﬁudmudgm ‘mmmhammhm
Inmw.mumm&?ﬂ'gmmwnmwmm e wil of the goddess Matsu, They re=

vealed that the as invited hore rhmen Mu to pratect the residents, With great reverence, the villagers held
big ceremony to “e':.dmhmﬂipmm-mm 5 !
In1814, mmuumumm wmm Mhmm the tomple for Luet=
l:ﬁlshcng MHW ("WI mvﬂg sita. Cooperstion be-
tween the olders and the! mmnwummwmm lnmoalmhm of Tucheng. The stk
wes of Luerhmen Sheng Mu and delties. inchiding the Idng retumed from Hai-An Templa to the newly bulk one.
Religious bebef in Sheng Mu then became widespread ol over M“msmwmmummdty
MM»M-1 wiin. ARREREN
TSRS SN WOAOR TNLE B cram P
BRI - 3 1)
o wnen g

tho seaside and Matsu is akso the soa
Irade were

mmumm“a-mmm hed taken aver the manage
mthmmmmmmﬁmmm ing o releasa the soulk of all those who had departed during
sea battles and shipwrecks, The mmmmmumowunmwumm.qmrmmmw

hhm
?_ d'Y- ‘R = I -

Architechture | ¥ £ % :

‘NN

Fnﬁ\g Iflmemedloﬂnenmwnumrdm,nim.mwmmwmmmm an expansion, and

Bm]lngmdisnmvkmvmasma ‘Greatest Sheng Mu Temple in the Far East.’ Make sure
spmmaummamummmmmmmdummmm

mmryahnﬂnlﬂme-ﬂd
religious ritluals are found nowhare elsa

Brransit i X GEne . AR SR 1 i

Our Culture, Qur Temple ’l‘gx




JCRRE RS 7T 28

Lighting Guangming Light (:.:)and
Appeasing the Taisuei (&)

For different purposes, people light a variety of symbolic lights at the
temples during the Lunar New Year. The most prevalent among these
are the Guangming Lights (3¢5318; literally “bright lights”). These lights
are lit to brighten the future of people’s studies, careers or health.
According to myth, a Taisuei(Xi#) is a general in Heaven who serves
under the Jade Emperor in matters regarding human well-being.
There are sixty Taisuei generals rotating in a sixty=year cycle. People
whose Chinese zodiac signs are “up against the Taisuel” in the current
year are advised to light a Guangming light to appease the Taisuei.
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God of Matchmaking

Literally the “Lunar Sire”, the God of Matchmaking is known to facili=
tate romantic bonds. With signature white beard and flushed cheeks,
the god is often portrayed as an old man with a cane in one hand and
the Pairing Book in the other. Besides yoking pairs with red strings, he
is said to break up bad romances with his cane. There is a record of
everyone in the Pairing Book, With it, the god identifies matches and
ties one to another by the ankles with his red string. People hungry for
love throng the god's doorstep praying for luck.

Questers of love can visit any of the local shrines and tell the God of
Matchmaking the name, age, address, and he description of their ideal
mates.
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Joss Paper

Burning joss paper is a common practice. The paper used is classified
into two types: gold and silver. Gold paper (marked with gold foil) is for
the gods while silver papér (marked with silver foil) is for the ancestors
or the ghosts. No matter what color the joss paper is, it symbolizes
respect and av(re. However, in recent years, due to increasing con-
cerns for the environment, people are encouraged to reduce the

amount of joss paper they burn. After all, it is the thought that counts. - :
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Incense

Incense is seen as a medium between the believers and the gods.
The incense smoke floating heavenwards is deemed a message to
the gods and a token of fespect. As arule, people hold an odd number
of incense sticks When they pray, as odd numbers are considered
auspicious and even numbers unpropitious, Worshippers tell the Qods
their names, addresses, dates of birth, and the wishes they want

granted. It is said that faith — so long as it is true — knows no linguistic -

barriers.
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Blessed Talismans

Many walk away from temples with a blessed talisman. For a talisman
to be blessed, you put your palms together after lighting incense and
tell the god your name, address and wishes. You then take the talis-
man obtained at the temple and circle it clockwise three times over the
censer. The talisman can be kept inside pockets, wallets or bags for
protection and good luck. Talisman from different temples range in de=
signs and uses. Be sure to check them out on your next visit to a

temple.
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Recovering the Lost Spirit (x %) and
Ritual Amelioration Jigai %%

Recovering the lost spirit is a common Taoist ritual that helps reinte-
grate an individual's body and spirit after having suffered some spiri=
tual trauma. The medium conducting the rite utilizes rice, talismans
and charms to cast apotropaic magic on the traumatized or their
clothes to consolidate their beings.

Ritual amelioration (Jigai), likewise, is a type of religious ritual that
helps people outlast their bad luck by ritualistically tweaking their for-
tune.
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Redirection it and
Resupply Gi®)

“Redirection” undoes a person’s bad luck by redirecting it to a substi=
tute. During the ritual, a paper doll with the afflicted person’s name on
it is made to substitute for the afflicted. As the medium holds up three
incense sticks and casts the spell, the afflicted person is asked to
exhale at the doll to expel, with the breath, bad luck and evil spirits.
Nothing but good luck is allowed to stay.

In “resupply”, a medium dressed in black or blue - depending on
his/her gender - performs the “transaction”, whereby a better fate is
purchased with joss (symbolic) money.
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