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Hi everyone, welcome to Laura's "Say this, not that!"
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A lot of my students in Taiwan like to translate word to word for fun sometimes. Like
"OMG, you're so motorcycle!" or "Go away, you're so white eye."
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Well, if you're speaking to a native speaker of English that has been here long
enough, they might get the joke. But those who probably don't know Chinese slang
that well might have no idea what you mean.
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OK, in Chinese, the term 'jiche' as in 'ni hao jiche', is used to describe people who are
annoying or a pain in the neck. So instead of saying you're so motorcycle, the correct
English expression would be "You're so annoying” or "You're such a pain"
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OK, another commonly mistranslated phrase is..."white eye," 'baimu'. There's no
exact translation to this, but the closest term | would use is "insensitive."
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If you're insensitive, it means you do not know or care about the feelings of other

people. So for example, if you know somebody who is 'baimu’, you could say "he's a
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rude, insensitive jerk.". Or, if somebody says something very 'baimu’, you can say

something like... "OMG, it was insensitive of her to say that!
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Well, hope you liked today's video. My » F R =ES KAV



